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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

   
  Well, if you haven't come to the monthly meetings in awhile, 

your missing a lot of good information and enjoyable 

meals.  Just a reminder and encouragement to attend our next 

meeting this Thursday, October 19th.  

  I hope everyone has had a great and busy season as well as 

having a wonderful summer. We definitely know things will be 

slowing down as the weather is changing. It's getting colder out 

side in the morning. The sun is setting earlier and Halloween is 

upon us.  

  Daylight savings is November 5, so don't forget to change 

your clocks at that time. But as the season changes, the pools 

will still need to be maintained. This is the good news for us! 

  We want to thank S.C.P Santa Clara 

as they have opened their doors to our 

chapter for having our monthly meet-

ings. We will be making this move and 

holding our first meeting there in No-

vember. This will be helpful to our chap-

ter financially. So please remember to 

go to S.C.P Santa Clara for the Novem-

ber 16th  chapter meeting.  

  If you haven't heard yet, sadly our 

chapter has lost a good man this 

month. Gary Princeau passed on Sep-

tember 16, 2017.  

  Through the last year you guys have 

been of great help in taking care of 

Gary's pools. He was very appreciative 

of everyone who was servicing pools for 

him. Sadly, shortly after his return to 

work, cleaning his pools the cancer re-

turned.  

 

Tom Allen 

President 

 

 
  

Santa Clara Valley 
IPSSA Meetings 
Moving To SCP 

Starting  
November 16th 

 
 

SCP 
2036 Martin Ave. 

Santa Clara 
95011 

  Gayle Princeau has invited everyone to join them for a celebration of life for  

Gary. Saturday, October 28th, 2017 at 1pm 

Creekside Hall at First United Methodist Church  

655 Magdalena Avenue Los Altos, CA., 94024 

https://maps.google.com/?q=655+Magdalena+Avenue+Los+Altos,+California+94024&entry=gmail&source=g
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SO YOU WANT TO WORK  

ON SWIMMING POOLS 

So you are considering a career in the pool and spa indus-

try...congratulations. Working on swimming pools might not be 

as hard, or as glorious, as earning a ticket to Valhalla, but 

there are going to be some interesting challenges that you 

encounter along the way to be sure. You do not need to be an 

actual Viking to work on pools...but it would probably help. 

 

Of course everyone would work in the pool and spa industry if 

they could, however, the demanding nature of the job and 

work environment precludes many of the weaker members of 

society from being able take part. Before any person can be 

employed in the pool and spa industry they need to be sure 

that they do not have any sensitivities or phobias which may 

prevent them from doing their day to day jobs effectively. Con-

sider the following common problems that pool and spa work-

ers need to deal with daily: 

 

BEES & HORNETS 

I once was working with a group of new employees doing 

some basic swimming pool orientation. A bee flew into the 

area where we were working and one person in the group sim-

ply melted down. Before the bee was even near where they 

were standing they began flailing recklessly and pacing back 

and forth. They lasted perhaps two more seconds more before 

abandoning any attempt to hold it together and physically ran 

out of the back yard while ducking and swinging their arms 

wildly. If this describes your comfort level with bees and hor-

nets then perhaps you would be better suited to a job at the 

mall, or possibly in a clean room assembling circuit boards 

where the likelihood of flying insect stings is significantly lower. 

Any seasoned pool technician knows to just ignore the bees 

and they will largely ignore you also. If you panic every time 

you see something flying by your face then you are going to 

have a hard time cutting it in the pool industry.  

 

More next month! 

Introducing the EasyTouch TechSmart Programming App, 

designed to help pool professionals with on-site program-

ming tutorials for one of our most popular automation 

systems. Whether you have never programmed an Easy-

Touch before or you just need a reminder of how to pro-

gram a single function, schedule or set up new equip-

ment, the EasyTouch TechSmart tool will guide you all 

the way. This tool will also help you specify which Easy-

Touch controller is the best fit for each installation. You 

can view built in videos to see how to wire the breakers, 

relays, lighting transformers and much more. This app 

provides quick reference documents for how circuits func-

tion, lighting modes and colors and feature definitions. 

 

EasyTouch TechSmart is now available for download at 

PentairPool.com under Pro Resources for use on 

iPhone® and iPad® Mobile Digital Devices and Android® 

phones and tablets. Once downloaded, you will not re-

quire Internet access for viewing, nor will it consume 

costly data on your mobile 

plan 

 

 

NEW: EASYTOUCH® 
POOL/SPA CONTROL 

SYSTEMS TECHSMART™ 
PROGRAMMING APP  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xGcosHw_jLqPfqx0C42loLQNY1G-LUxY0b8yM_Op1vbFewJgzLqsyHUyw-nYiuBTElKMzJKGxE0VUrNHFkW7ncg5zflu_mxNn7t9TpDbpKs9mRO7k_2deWEpn6h6H5HVq9vA99bGR6xO4OaRye5PDg==&c=MriTE1sNV9oc5bp3cLvCHG7FAf24QQxuHFJKkS8S3fkB321LM8_N9Q==&ch=bAuO1fIk8zfPH
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Californian couple survived in a 
pool for six hours as wildfire  

destroyed everything  
around them 

By  Mike Wright  

 
13 OCTOBER 2017 • 4:11PM 
 
  A Californian couple survived for six hours as a wildfire 

raged around them - destroying everything in a five-mile ra-

dius - by taking shelter in their neighbor's swimming pool. 

Jan and John Pascoe tried to flee their home in the hills 

above the city of Santa Rosa as the conflagration closed 

in on Sunday night only to discover they had been cut off by 

a wall of flames. 

  The retired couple had to hold each other for warmth in the 

cold water even as the fire melted personal effects they left 

on the poolside. 

  Meanwhile their two adult daughters endured an agonising 

wait after losing contact with their parents shortly after calling 

to urge them to evacuate. 

  Mr Pascoe, 70, and Mrs Pascoe, 65, described their es-

cape as the death toll for the wildfires rose to 31, making 

them the most deadly to ravage the state since 1933. 

  In an interview with the LA Times, the pair said they 

first smelled smoke around 10pm, yet at the time Mrs Pas-

coe‟s phone said the fire was still 11 miles away and they 

had received no official alerts. 

  They then took a call from their older daughter, Zoe 

Giraudo, saying her father-in-law‟s home had burned down 

40 miles from theirs and urging her parents to evacuate. 

  Mr Pascoe, an artist and retired wine broker, put some of 

his paintings and Dale Chihuly glass bowls he inherited from 

his mother in his Toyota Tacoma truck and the couple went 

to bed. 

  They were woken by another call from their daughter 

around midnight and by then the wind had picked up and 

they could see the flames getting closer. 

  “I looked out the window,” Jan said, “and all I saw was a red 

glow. I said, „John, we‟ve got to get out of here.‟” 

  The pair picked up their 17-year-old cat and drove down 

their driveway to the main road but soon ran into a “wall of 

flames” and had to head back. When Jan opened her car 

door the cat leapt out before running off and hasn‟t been 

seen since. 

  Mrs Pascoe, a retired teacher, said she started to panic and 

hyperventilate as the couple realised they were trapped. 

They then remembered that one of their neighbours, who live 

a third of a mile down the road, had an outdoor pool. 

  At 12.40am they called 911 to report their location and say 

they were thinking of heading to the pool, the operator told 

them to “get anywhere safe”. 

  When they reached the pool they waited until the last mo-

ment before getting into the cold water. By the time they saw 

their neighbor's house and a big tree next to the pool go up 

in flames they decided it was time. 

  In the water they used wet T-shirts to protect their faces 

from the embers and moved to the end furthest from the 

house. Mr Pascoe said he was concerned they would have 

to tread water as they waited out the fire, but luckily the pool 

was only 4ft deep end-to-end. 

  The couple faced the strange prospect of needing to keep 

warm in the cold water as the fire burned around them, so 

they hugged each other for heat. 

  Mrs Pascoe said: “I just kept going under. It was the only 

way to survive. And I kept saying, „How long does it take for 

a house to burn down?‟ We were freezing.” 

  They waited for six hours for their neighbor's home to be 

consumed by the flames and the fire to pass before they 

could get out and warm themselves on the charred patio 

around the pool. 

  Mrs Pascoe later discovered her phone, which she had left 

in her shoe on the edge of the pool, had been melted by the 

flames. 

  As Mr and Mrs Pascoe clung to each other in the wa-

ter, their daughters Zoe, 38, and Mia, 32, endured an an-

guished wait to learn their parents‟ fate. 

  By 7am in the morning Zoe said she was preparing herself 

for the worst and told her husband: “Do you think they are 

gone? Do you think I need to prepare myself for this?” 

  An hour and a half later they got word that both their mother 

and father had survived. 

  Zoe said: “I started screaming. The first thing mom said to 

me was „I feel so bad I wasn‟t able to get a hold of you.‟ 

„You‟re apologizing to me? After all you‟ve been through?‟” 

  Mr and Mrs Pascoe are now staying with their daughter Zoe 

in San Francisco. Their home, which was built in the fashion 

of a boat with 11 levels and small rooms designed to remind 

them of places they had travelled, was destroyed in the 

blaze. 

  Hundreds of people are still missing in California after 22 

separate fires have torn through the state‟s famous wine 

region. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/mike-wright/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/10/13/grim-search-bodies-begins-california-wildfire-death-toll-reaches/
http://www.latimes.com/local/abcarian/la-me-abcarian-sonoma-fire-20171012-htmlstory.html
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American Leak Detection Bill Webb 408-729-5325 ald114@garlic.com Leak Detection 

Baby Barrier Ben Fiscalini 408-806-2223 kpkicking@yahoo.com Removable Pool Safety Fence 

BCS Rep Rodney MacDowell 925-222-8557 rodmacsales@gmail.com Thornburg Enterprises 

Blake Sales Ron Eger 360-970-3233 ron.eger@blakesales.net Manufacturers Rep 

Burkett‟s Pool Plastering Jason Steenburgh 209-595-6016 burkettsjaason@gmail.com Pool Remodeling 

ChemQuip Inc. Steve Strauss 510-274-2916 steve.strauss@chemquip.com  Distributor 

Davin Cahn Associates Nate Womack 415-830-1201  nate@devincahn.com  Zeobrite 

Easy Care Jacklin Kitchen    

Elm Distribution John Kies 916-853-2600 john@elmdistribution.com Solar Panel Distributor 

Fiber Clear Mark Dunlop 800-594-5120 fiberclearpoolandspafiltration.com Filtration 

Gull Industries Mike Kennedy 408-293-3523 mike@gullsolar.com Solar Panel Manufacturer 

HASA, Inc.       Pool & Spa Chemical Manufacturer 

Hayward Industries, Inc. Paul Cruddas 415-515-9982 pcruddas@haywardnet.com Pool Equipment Manufacturer 

Leisure Supply Matt Anderson 408-727-8100 maanders@kellersupply.com Distributor 

Life Saver Pool Fence Mark Hinkle 408-779-7922 mark@garlic.com Removable Pool Safety Fence 

Natural Chemistry Pat Smith 916-899-0915 psmith@naturalchemistry.com Chemical Manufacturer 

Paramount Pool & Spa John Andersen 925-595-7516 JAnderson@1paramount.com Pool Equipment Manufacturer 

Peninsula Leak Detection Ryan Arterberry 650-716-9777 ryan@peninsulaleakdetection.com Leak Detection 

Pentair Pool Products David Lagrimas 209-627-6356 Dave.Lagrimas@pentair.com Pool Equipment Manufacturer 

Pool Covers, Inc. Cheryl Maclennan 707-386-9106 cmaclennan@poolcoversinc.com Swimming Pool Safety Covers 

Precision Leak Detection Kevin Brady 925-776-7588 pldinc@comcast.net Leak Detection 

Purity Pool Products Rich Gross 530-472-3298 rich@puritypool.com Pool Equipment Manufacturer 

RayPak Inc. Rick Witt 916-715-3470 rwitt@raypak.com Pool Heater Manufacturer 

SCP Distributors Kyle Beddo 408-327-4900 Kyle.beddo@poolcorp.com Sales Center Manager 

SCP Distributors Tommy Bryant 408-327-4900 Thomas.bryant@scppool.com Assistant Sales Center Mgr 

Scuba Pool Repair Drew Andersen 408-866-1945 drew@scubapoolrepair.com Underwater Pool Repair 

SunTrek Industries, Inc. Scott Miner (cell) 925-260-2008 scott@suntreksolar.com  (925-372-8983) Solar Pool Heating, Electricity, Hot Water 

Tom‟s Tile Cleaning Tom Allen 408-307-3196 ta@tomstilecleaning.com Tile Cleaning/Glass Bead Blasting 

United Chemicals Jeff Moscoe 707-533-5136 J.moscoe@unitedchemicalscorp.com  

W R Meadows Patrick Raney 916-806-8924 praney@wrmeadows.com Deck-O-Seal Manufacturer 

Zodiac Pool Systems, Inc. Nick Woodsen 925-357-7731 Nick.Woodson@zodiac.com Pool Equipment Manufacturer 

Zodiac Pool Systems, Inc. Jade Nicol 408-250-7000 Jade.nicol@zodiac.com Pool Equipment Manufacturer 

Join Us For A Special Event! 

 
November 16, 2017 

Waterway Products Control & Power  

Defender Training 

Join us for a night of education, dinner, and  

certification. 

 

In Addition, each attendee will receive a spe-

cial edition 3rd year t-shirt. 

 

Tuition: $25 

 For additional information, contact 

FPSIE at 

(916) 922-8895 or email info@fpsie.org.  

Location 

Venue:   FPSIE 

Venue Phone: (916) 922-8895 

Venue Website: www.fpsie.org 

Address: 

598 Display Way, Sacramento,  

California, 95838-3371, United States 

IPSSA Santa Clara 
scvipssa.org 

(largest chapter in Bay Area)  
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