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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
  Well, here we are and the year is flying by already! It wasn’t 

much of a winter as most everyone I’ve spoken with have been 

pretty busy! Hopefully, that’s a positive note for your bank ac-

counts! 

  Thank you Brian from HASA and Chris from BlueRay XL for 

speaking at our last meeting and thank you everyone who at-

tended!  

  Our next meeting is on Thursday, March 15 at SCP in Santa 

Clara, 5:30 dinner/6:00 meeting. 

  Reminder, Nut’s & Bolts will be held on Thursday, April 19 at 

The Berryessa Community Center, 3050 Berryessa Road in 

San Jose. Supporters set up time will be from 4:30-5:30 

pm and event beginning at 5:30. 

  It’s a night for new prospects. There will be board members 

available to answer any questions and give out information 

regarding IPSSA. It’s also a time for bringing anyone who may 

be interested in IPSSA, meeting the different manufacturers 

representatives and seeing the variety of products they have to 

help you enhance your business. This is a once a year local 

chapters opportunity you don’t want to miss!  

  Nuts & Bolts is a good way to keep you updated on new prod-

ucts as well AND someone there to speak to personally if you 

have questions! There’s plenty of free parking, food & sur-

prises! Don’t forget to bring your checkbook for the silent auc-

tion! 

  I hope nobody forgets the time change this Saturday night! 

Spring FORWARD your clocks! 

  Hope to see you again at our next IPSSA meeting and of 

course is April at the Nut’s & Bolts! 

 

Tom Allen 

 

SCP: 2036 Martin Ave. 

Santa Clara, CA 95050 

Dinner 5:30PM, Mtg. 6PM 
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Helping Dogs  
  

On a recent after-
noon, the swimmers 
included 2-year-old 
Daphne, a blind 
Belgian Malinois 
w h o s e  o w n e r 
wanted to build her 
c o n f i d e n c e 
and maybe start 
competing in dock 

diving. A few pools down paddled Molly, an arthritic 12-year-
old, and her lively 2-year-old sister, Phoebe, who swim in the 
Chesapeake Bay in summers and needed a place to keep up 
their water skills. Nick, a handsome 7-month-old German 
shepherd who is training to become a service dog for a vet-
eran, had just finished his second-ever swim. 

  ―He did great,‖ said his caretaker, Robin Swope of Damas-
cus, Md., as Darcis fed Nick treats in the small lobby outside 
the pool area. ―He’s a young, active dog, and he needs a lot of 
exercise. And I’m old.‖ 

  Darcis, a former antiques dealer, dreamed up her business 
after tiring of ferrying her own Labrador retrievers to a swim-
ming facility in Virginia that is also used for horses. She’d seen 
similar storefront pools offer swim lessons for kids and won-
dered whether she could do the same for dogs. There was 
some red tape but no legal barrier, and a year later, the K9 
Aquatic Center was open. Swim sessions start at $30; also on 
offer are 60-minute ―splashing birthday‖ parties for up to six 
dogs. 

  It is particularly gratifying to see how swimming helps ailing or 
weak dogs, Darcis said. One cancer-stricken Labrador showed 
up for twice-a-week sessions until her death. ―She was keep-
ing all of her energy to swim,‖ Darcis said, tears welling in her 
eyes. 

  Dog swimming as rehabilitation can be risky if not supervised 
by a vet, said Darryl Millis, a professor at the University of Ten-
nessee College of Veterinary Medicine who helped develop 
the first underwater treadmill for dogs in 1997. (Goats, a pig 
and even arthritic cats have since used the treadmills at the 
vet school’s aquatic center; the latter ―don’t necessarily love it, 
but some of them do enjoy it,‖ he said.) 

https://www.avma.org/News/PressRoom/Pages/Dr-Darryl-Millis-receives-2017-AVMA-Career-Achievement-Award-in-Canine-Research.aspx?PF=1
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Fill it out and earn $25! 
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NOW MANAGE MORE 

THAN JUST THE PUMP 

Power-up the pump. Power-on additional equipment. 

Jandy variable-speed pumps feature an auxiliary relay which, when combined with our iQPUMP01, enables 
instant automation for your pump — plus one additional piece of equipment — using the iAquaLink™ app. 

Available on all 2.2 and 2.7 HP Jandy Pro Series variable-speed pumps, it eliminates the need for an addi-
tional time clock to control equipment such as a booster pump or saltwater chlorinator. 

Learn More Here 

https://www.jandy.com/en/products/pumps/variable-speed/iqpump01
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Acid Column Theory 
By Kim Skinner 

 

 Although the onBalance team debunked the Acid Column The-

ory in the Journal of the Swimming Pool and Spa Industry over 

twenty years ago, a debate on this topic surfaced again recently 

on an online forum of pool service techs. 

  

The myth: 

 –  If acid is poured in a concentrated area, variously referred to 

as a column, slug, well or cloud, the alkalinity will be drastically 

reduced, but the pH will not drop as much as it otherwise would. 

  

–  But if acid is ―trickled in‖ (added) by walking it around a pool 

and evenly distributing it throughout the water, the pH will be 

preferentially lowered, with only a minor decrease of alkalinity. 

  

The plain and simple fact of the matter is that a given amount 

(or ―dose‖) of acid added to a fixed volume of water (the pool) 

will result in an identical reduction of both pH and alkalinity. 

Every time. No matter how it is added. That’s the rule, that’s the 

science, and it can easily be demonstrated at poolside by any-

one with a test kit. 

  

What happens when acid is added in a concentrated fashion to 

a pool? Since acid is noticeably heavier than water, the acid 

sinks to the bottom, and flows to the lowest part of the pool. If 

that lowest part happens to include an operating main drain or 

an operating suction-side cleaner, the concentrated acid dose 

winds up in the circulation system. 

  

In fact, we have performed experiments adding acid in this 

manner and have verified (with pH meters and probes) that this 

method can indeed create conditions where the pH of the water 

at the bottom of the pool is less than 2.5.  

  

Although the movement of the water will eventually dilute and 

blend the acid into the rest of the pool, the initial contact of con-

centrated acid can potentially etch the plaster it touches and 

attack the circulation system it flows through. 

  

Even adding several smaller ―slugs‖ of concentrated acid will 

result in this puddling of acid on the bottom – try adding dye to 

your acid and watch it. It’s fun – if you are not worried about 

etching the bottom of the pool wherever the acid flows! 

  

Of course, etching the plaster and corrosion of the circulation 

components is generally considered a bad thing… yet the pro-

posed treatment process (―slugging‖ the acid) recommends this 

potentially damaging treatment technique, all for the sake of a 

theoretical, unfounded attempt at chemistry manipulation. Even 

if it worked (which it doesn’t), is it worth the risk? 

The picture above depicts one quart of ―dyed‖ acid being added 

to the deep-end of a pool with the equipment shut off. The acid 

puddle remained that way for more than 45 minutes. 

  

It is time to get this nonsense laid to rest and stick to what is 

scientifically sound. And quit risking damage to pools in our 

care. 

  

A more detailed water chemistry report which addresses this 

false theory can be viewed by clicking here: 

http://www.poolhelp.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/

JSPSI_V1N2_pp16-30.pdf 

Effective April 1 and running through September 7, 2018, select Pentair and Kreepy Krauly® branded Auto-

matic Pool Cleaners will have increased consumer rebates. Effective April 1 through September 30, 2018, 

select Pentair and Sta-Rite branded Variable Speed and Variable Flow Pumps will have consumer rebates. 

All of these rebates will be posted on PentairPool.com starting April 1, 2018. 
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American Leak Detection Bill Webb 408-729-5325 ald114@garlic.com Leak Detection 

Baby Barrier Ben Fiscalini 408-806-2223 kpkicking@yahoo.com Removable Pool Safety Fence 

BCS Rep       Thornburg Enterprises 

Blake Sales Ron Eger 360-970-3233 ron.eger@blakesales.net Manufacturers Rep 

BlueRay XL Chris Galvan 714-340-5522 customerservice@bluerayxl.com Water Enhancing Technology  

Burkett’s Pool Plastering Jason Steenburgh 209-595-6016 burkettsjaason@gmail.com Pool Remodeling 

Davin Cahn Associates Nate Womack 813-265-3426 nate@devincahn.com  Zeobrite 

Easy Care Jacklin Kitchen    

Elm Distribution John Kies 916-853-2600 john@elmdistribution.com Solar Panel Distributor 

Fiber Clear Mark Dunlop 800-594-5120 fiberclearpoolandspafiltration.com Filtration 

Gull Industries Mike Kennedy 408-293-3523 mike@gullsolar.com Solar Panel Manufacturer 

HASA, Inc. Brian Rivera 925-997-3640 brivera@hasapool.com  Pool & Spa Chemical Manufacturer 

Hayward Industries, Inc. Paul Cruddas 415-515-9982 pcruddas@haywardnet.com Pool Equipment Manufacturer 

Leisure Supply Matt Anderson 408-727-8100 maanders@kellersupply.com Distributor 

Life Saver Pool Fence Mark Hinkle 408-779-7922 mark@garlic.com Removable Pool Safety Fence 

Natural Chemistry Pat Smith 916-899-0915 psmith@naturalchemistry.com Chemical Manufacturer 

Paramount Pool & Spa John Andersen 925-595-7516 Janderson@1paramount.com Pool Equipment Manufacturer 

Peninsula Leak Detection Ryan Arterberry 650-716-9777 ryan@peninsulaleakdetection.com Leak Detection 

Pentair Pool Products David Lagrimas 209-627-6356 Dave.Lagrimas@pentair.com Pool Equipment Manufacturer 

Pool Covers, Inc. Cheryl Maclennan 707-386-9106 cmaclennan@poolcoversinc.com Swimming Pool Safety Covers 

Precision Leak Detection Kevin Brady 925-776-7588 pldinc@comcast.net Leak Detection 

Purity Pool Products Rich Gross 530-472-3298 rich@puritypool.com Pool Equipment Manufacturer 

RayPak Inc. Rick Witt 916-715-3470 rwitt@raypak.com Pool Heater Manufacturer 

SCP Distributors Kyle Beddo 408-327-4900 Kyle.beddo@poolcorp.com Sales Center Manager 

SCP Distributors Tommy Bryant 408-327-4900 Thomas.bryant@scppool.com Assistant Sales Center Mgr 

Scuba Pool Repair Drew Andersen 408-866-1945 drew@scubapoolrepair.com Underwater Pool Repair 

SunTrek Industries, Inc. Scott Miner (cell) 925-260-2008 scott@suntreksolar.com  (925-372-8983) Solar Pool Heating, Electricity, Hot Water 

Tom’s Tile Cleaning Tom Allen 408-307-3196 ta@tomstilecleaning.com Tile Cleaning/Glass Bead Blasting 

United Chemicals Jeff Moscoe 707-533-5136 J.moscoe@unitedchemicalscorp.com  

W R Meadows Patrick Raney 916-806-8924 praney@wrmeadows.com Deck-O-Seal Manufacturer 

Zodiac Pool Systems, Inc. Nick Woodsen 925-357-7731 Nick.Woodson@zodiac.com Pool Equipment Manufacturer 

Zodiac Pool Systems, Inc. Jade Nicol 408-250-7000 Jade.nicol@zodiac.com Pool Equipment Manufacturer 

Yes, that is PVC! 
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